Experience of temporary inferior vena cava filters inserted in the perinatal period to prevent pulmonary embolism in pregnant women with deep vein thrombosis.
We placed temporary inferior vena cava filters to prevent pulmonary thromboembolism in patients with deep vein thrombosis (DVT) who were presumed to have an increased risk of pulmonary embolism in the perinatal period. These experiences of using temporary inferior vena cava filters in pregnant women are reported. We reviewed 11 patients with DVT who underwent placement of a temporary inferior vena cava filter and delivered in our hospital between 1998 and 2004. All of the filters were placed at the suprarenal inferior vena cava before delivery. During filter placement, anticoagulant therapy was routinely performed, and we stopped the administration of anticoagulant agents intrapartum. No complications occurred at filter insertion or during placement. No symptomatic pulmonary thromboembolism occurred during or after delivery. All of the filters were successfully removed, one of which was exchanged for a permanent filter because the temporary filter captured a large thrombus. Intrapartum temporary inferior vena cava filters may reduce the incidence of pulmonary thromboembolism in pregnancy with DVT. Temporary inferior vena cava filters appear to be safe for pregnant women.